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SUBJECT: CAMBODIANS RETURNING TO THEIR COUNTRY 

REE: BANGKOK 0820 NOTAL 

1. REFTEL REPORTS THAT SOME 250 CAMBODIANS RESIDING IN 
FRANCE HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO RETURN HOME VIA PEKING. 

LATEST GROUP LEFT FRANCE ON JANUARY 7 VIA PEKING FOR PHNOM 
PENH. REETEL ALSO REPORTS THAT GROUPS OP CAMBODIANS IN 
THAILAND WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO CROSS CAMBODIAN BORDER IN 
EFFORT TO RETURN HOME WERE FIRED ON AND A NUMBER ALLEGEDLY 
WERE KILLED. 
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2. U.S. MISSION SHOULD INFORM UNHCR THAT WE HAVE REPORT ON 
RETURNEES EROM FRANCE. UNHCR SHOULD ESTABLISH UNDER WHAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES RETURNEES WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME AND INQUIRE 
AS TO WHY GROUP OP REPUGEES IN U.S. WHO WISH TO RETURN ARE 
NOT GIVEN SAME OPPORTUNITY. KISSINGER 
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